EUROPEAN CRISIS  OVER EGYPT            8l

Turkish envoy's arrival, Count Walewski, a natural son of
Napoleon, landed at Alexandria to deliver France's message
to die old man who was playing the part of Napoleon defying
all the Powers.

His mission, as he said, was not to dissuade Mohammed Ali
from accepting the Treaty.... He was directed to inform the
Pasha that France had decided to adopt an armed neutrality
awaiting the further progress of events.1

The French Consul-General declared to Mohammed Ali
that such was the force of public opinion in France that he
hardly hoped that war could be averted. The European resi-
dents, who were naturally concerned with their own personal
interests, openly criticised the Allies for adopting coercive
measures against Egypt, " and," said the British Agent, " no
portion of those inhabitants was more loud and violent in
strictures on Her Majesty's Government and even on myself
than the body of the British merchants residing in Alex-
andria."2

On August 25 Mohammed Ali gave the Turkish Envoy and
the Consuls to understand that it was useless coming to him
after the expiration of more days, for they would have the
same answer. He frankly told them that after the expiration
of the stipulated time, they had better take measures for their
departure; for if war began he could no longer trust them, and
it would be to their honour and his personal safety that they
should go.s

Yet on the last of the days of grace, on September 5, the
Consuls and the Turkish Envoy repaired to Mohammed
Ali to hear his last word. He told them that he had decided to
accept the second term of the convention, namely the heredi-
tary possession of Egypt. With regard to Syria* he said, he
was going to make a most humble prayer for it from the
Sultan.

The Consuls, who represented the terms of the convention
as one indivisible whole, formally declined his proposals and
made known to him that coercive measures would take their

1 Foreign Office Records: Turkey (Egypt)* Hodges to Palmerston, 19 August
1840.

*IKd. Hodges to Palmerston, 23 August 1840.
a Ibid.  Hodges to Psdmerston, 25 August 1840.
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